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COMPULSORY FAMILY PLANNING

The subject of family planning hit the headlines of news-papers
in 1975 and 1976 when the 'idea of compulsory sterilization was
mooted. It may be difficult for any person to come to any definite
conclusion about the desirability of compulsory family planning unless
all the facts and views are borne in mind. Before expressing an
opinion on the controversial move for compulsion, one has to analyse
the situation, dispel the misgivings, examine the concept on the anvil
of human freedom, discuss the practicability or otherwise of the move
and even suggest serveral phases of the experiment.

It may not be out of place to note the phenomenal growth
of population in the world as well as in our country when related
to the available habitable area. The habitable area of earth is
estimated to be 55.5 million square miles. It is stated that this area
can sustain and support a population of only 600 crores. It is said
that the world population was 5 lakhs in 1800 B.C.; it grew to 1
crore around the time Christi was born, 38.5 crores by 1492 A.D.,
100 crores by 1830 A.D., 214 crores by 1940 and 300 crores by
1971. It is about 570 crores at present. By 2000 A.D. if is expected
to rise to 620 crores. By 4000 A.D. there may not be enough
breathing space. And, by about 8000 A.D. man may have just
enough space to stand but not enough to move about. Figures and
estimates vary but the fact stares us in the face that man is likely
to lose the opportunity to lead a meaningful life if this trend continues.
Let us consider the case of our country. It commands only an area
of 2.5 per cent of that of the world. Yet, our country has to sustain
a population which is 16 per cent of that of the world. Now Indian
populations 90 crores in 1994. According to the latest estimates,
world population is about 900 million. Each year adds about 18
millions to Indian population Le.f equivalent to the total population
of the continent of Austrialia. Our per capita consumption of fobd
has fallen to 12.4 ounces from 12.8 ounces. There are about 60
million unemployed, let alone the under-employed. As per one
estimate, society has to establish 2.5 lakhs of schools, train 4 lakhs
of teachers, and provide 35 lakhs of jobs per year to meet the needs
of just the annual growth of population, It cannot be denied that,